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TV. A. Keller man, Ph. D., Ohio State University 

Columbus, Ohio. May 5, 1904 

The Illustrations. — The Bird's-nest Fungus is such a common thing 
that a figure and name will doubtless be welcomed by many, and accordingly 
that from the Nina L. Marshall Mushroom Book has been used by permission 
of the publishers. The cut on the third page of this Number supplements Fig. 
55 given in Bulletin No. 15. For the figure of Pluteus cervinus, a common 
edible species, we aie indebted to Supt. M. E. Hard. To him, and to all 
others who have kindly sent photos of Mushrooms thanks are extended. 

My Columbus Bookseller. — It will meet the wishes of many to call 
attention to the fact that Mr. L. S. Wells, Columbus, Ohio, will promptly 
supply any of the Mushroom books upon request. He furnishes these at 
special rates to members of the Mycological Club. Note was made of this 
last year and some quotations then given, as, Marshall's Mushroom Book, 
$3.00, rebate 20 cts.; Atkinson's Mushrooms Edible and Poisonous, $3.00, 
rebate 40 cts.; Mcllvaine's One Thousand American Fungi, $5.00, rebate 20 
cts.; in all cases Mr. Wells prepays transportation. 

Cli-toc'-y-bk il-lu'-dens or Jack-my-Lantern. — Some account was 
given in Bulletin No. 9 (p. 33-4) of this large orange or saffron-colored Gill- 
Mushroom, so common about old stumps and similar localities, easily recog- 
nized by the size, habit of growth, color, absence of annulus, or ring, and the 
phosphorescence of the gill-portion of the fresh specimens. Fig. 55 (p. 59) 
showed the species in the natural habitat. The cut which we add, Fig. 58, 
shows a near view of a single plant fully mature, in fact showing signs of 
decrepitude, and in such specimens the color is sordid or brownish. Note 
that the gills are de-cur' -rent', i. e. attached to and running down the stem. 
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Fig. 57. Bird's-nest Fungus. This is shown because a common and attractive little thing— not to 
be thought of in an esculent sense. Two genera are represented abundantly in our flora, Cya'-thns 
(the above) and Cru-cib' -u-hiin, but perhaps only botanists would be concerned in their distinguishing 
characters. The "eggs" in the nest contain the spores, and the plants are near relatives of the Putfc 
balls. From the Musnroom Book; Doubleday, Page &. Co., publishers. 

University Bulletin. Series 8. No. 15. Entered as Second Class Matter, Post-office at Columbus, O. 
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It is a white spored Agaric — the decuvrent gills, absence of volva and annulus, 
the texture of the stem and cap similar and the former not breaking away 
readily irom the latter, being the characters which are peculiar to the genus 
Cli-toc'-y-be. From one to two dozen American species have been enumer- 
ated. Many of them have not been tested but at present only one species is 
known to be injurious, and that is precisely the one specially mentioned above 
and shown in Figs. 55 and 58, namely, the showy Jack-my-Lantera Fungus. 
This is injurious to most people, and should be tested with due caution. 
Some correspondents claim that people have eaten it with immunity. 
Mcllvaine says "many eat and enjoy it". 

Plu'-te-us cer-vi'-nus; Fawn-colored Plu'-te-us — This edible 
Mushroom belongs to the Rosy-spored group of Ag'-a-rics. The genus Plu'- 
te-us has no volva or annulus. The stem is easily separated from the cap — 
in fact it is almost a regular "ball and socket" joint. The substance of the 
cap, when the stem thus readily separates, is said to be "not continuous" 
with the stem; were it "continuous with the stem" it would be difficult or 
impossible to make the separation without much injury to the tissue. When 
Plu'-te-us cer-vi'-nus is quite young, or before fully mature and ready to 
discharge its flesh-colored spores, the gills are white but eventually take on 
the characteristic pinkish color, and its positive identification is then possible. 
The cap is grayish brown, or sometimes sooty, but some forms of the plant 
are entirely white and only the gills show a coloration. It grows on the 
ground from underground rotten wood, on stumps, logs, etc., and may be 
found from early Spring to late Autumn. 

Spore-color in Ag'-a-rics. — Beginners might be reminded that the 
Agarics are the Gill-Mushrooms, and that they may be grouped according to 
the color of the spores. A spore-print (see p. 10) should be made on white 
paper (but for spores that are probably white, use colored paper); then the 
Mushroom can, from the color of the spore mass, be placed in one of the fol- 
lowing groups: White-spored, Ochre-sptored, Rosy-spored, Broicn-spored or 
Black-spored. 

Rosy-spored Ag'-a-rics. — This group is not so largely represented 
in our Mushroom flora as the White-spored section. Plu'-te-us, shown in 
Fig. 59, belongs here — this being the first member of this group illustrated so 
far in the Bulletin. Some other genera belonging here are Clau'-do-pus, 
Vol-va'-ri-a, En-to-lo'-ma, Cli-top'-i-lus. In Clau'-do-pus alone is the 
stem ec-cen'-tric (not in the center) or wanting and the pileus lateral; yol- 
va'-ri-a has Sivol'-va; in En-to-lo'-ma the spores are angular; in case ofCli-top'- 
i-lus thegills are de-cur' -rent. It is hoped that photos may be obtained of 
*orae of these interesting Toadstools for reproduction in the Bulletin. 
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Fie. 58. Cli-toc'-y-be il-lu'-dens. Jack-my-Lantern. Not edible. The orange or saffron- 
colored Mushroom described on p. 61 and figured on p. 59 as usually seen growing. This illustration 
is nearly natural size, but some specimens mar be 8 inches high, and the cap 6 inches broad. Its large 
size, bright yellow color and phosphorescencecombme to make it an interesting and attractive species, 
but as remarked elsewhere, it can not be eaten with impunity. From a photo or a plant collected near 
Sandusky, Ohio. 
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-4 copy o/ Vol. I bound in cloth may be obtained for 75 cents. 
List of Members of the Mycological Club, 1904— See page 62. 



The Mycological Bulletin is issued from time to time and sent to all members 
of the Mycological Club. All eligible to membership who are interested in Nature 
or the Bulletin. Fee, io cents. A few copies of Vol. I remain; price 50 cents each. 



